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English

The study of English is key to our personal growth and, through the development of effective written
and spoken communication, it is the foundation for all our learning. English forms the basis for our
development, relationships and our understanding of the world around us. The ability to communicate
effectively, confidently and with clarity is crucial in school, but also in becoming an effective participant
in our wider society with skills of communication being key to accessing the world of work and in
navigating adult life. In a fast paced, global world the importance of fluent written and spoken English
is crucial and it is essential that we develop these skills through an effective English curriculum.

At Sunrise we have designed and implemented a bespoke English curriculum that feeds directly into
the interests and strengths of our students to ensure maximum engagement. As our students' progress
through the English curriculum, they are continually developing their close reading skills through
exposure to increasingly challenging fiction and non-fiction, which include works by 19th, 20th and 21st
century writers. We want our students to be able to engage with a range of texts with confidence and
to develop their skills in decoding difficult texts, gathering carefully selected evidence, evaluating texts
in detail and possessing the ability to explore multiple texts simultaneously to formulate and articulate
personal viewpoints. The development of these skills feeds directly into their study of spoken language
and the importance of verbal communication in accessing the world around them. Opportunities have
been created for students to debate and discuss their ideas through a range of individual and group
presentations, speeches and reading aloud. We firmly believe that exposure to a range of opportunities
builds a confidence in students and allows them to develop their life-long skills in verbal
communication.




